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PROMISE 
_HUNDRED-FOLD. 
SIR. 


OU are pleaſed to aſk- me the 
Meaning of the Huudred-fold, 
with the aſſured Hope of which 
Feſus Chriſt animates his Diſciples, as a 
Compenſation for the Loſſes and Suffer- 
ings which their Profeſſion of the Goſpel 
ſhould draw upon them. This Promiſe 
muſt be allowed to include at firſt ſome- 
thing dark and ſurpriz ing: Wheſoever, ſays 
the Saviour, ſhall forſake Houſes, or Bro- 
thers, or Siſters, or Father, or Mother, or 
Wife, or Children, or Lands for my Name's 
Sake, ſhall receive a Hundred. fold, and al- 


ſo inherit Eternal Life. | 
A 2 This 


[4] 

This Promiſe is related not only in St 
Matthew ; two other Evangeliſts have it 
alſo. It- has ſtrangely perplexed all the 
Expoſitors to explain it, ſo as not one has 
hit upon ſuch a Meaning of it, as indu- 
bitably evidences the Accompliſhment 
thereof. | 

The Promiſe of eternal Life, or a Com- 
penſation in Heaven, is unexceptionably 
clear. If Jeſus Chriſt had in this Reſpect 
ſaid, that they who ſhall have forſaken all 
to follow Him, ſhall receive not only the 
Hundred-fold, but the Thouſand- fold of 
their Loſſes, ſtill enough had not been 
{aid, the Difference being above all Ex- 
preſſion, as being infinite. The Rub then 
does not lie here, but St Mark and St 
Luke explicitly denote, that this Compen- 
{ation is to be enjoyed in this earthly Life, 
even now, in this preſent Age, ſays St 
Mart, and St Luke, in this Time. | 
The Manner of St Mark's relating the 
Words of Jeſus Chriſt intimates to us, that 
this Compenſation was to be not only in this 
Life, but even in the Heat of Perſecu- 


tion; 
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tion; he adds, amidſt Perſecutions, a Cir- 
cumſtance which renders the Explication 
of this Promiſe ſtill more difficult. ö 
Some Interpreters, to get over it, have ll. 
been for making a ſmall Alteration in the . 
Tranſlation of theſe laſt Words, and in- i 
ſtead of with Perſecutions, as the Original 
has it, would ſubſtitute after Perſecution, 16 
i. e. when the Perſecution ſhall ceaſe. This 1 
rich Requital, may, indeed, be more ratio- 11 
nally looked for in quiet, placid, and pro- 
pitious Times, but the Genius of the Greek 
Tongue, as is well known to all Grecians, 
will not admit of altering the Verſion with- 
out altering the Text itſelf. But if it is 
continued as juſt, how can it be ſaid, that | 
Perſons who have forſaken every Thing 
for the Goſpel, ſhall meet with a hundred- 
fold Requital of all their Lofles, in the | 
Midſt of a deſtructive Perſecution. | 
M. Le Clerc, after trying to alter the | 
Verſion a little, and informing us in a Note, 
that Houſe, Lands, and other Goods of 
which a Perſon has been ſpoiled, are to be 
recovered only after a Perſecution, when [l 
Order 
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Order and Juſtice take place, concludes, 
that if the Text muſt ſtand unchanged, 
the only Way left is to interpret it not lite- 
rally, but of a ſpiritual Retaliation. 

And this is the Way which the Majo- 
rity of Interpreters have taken. As the 
Temper of the Goſpel does not entertain 
Chriſtians with Hopes of the Enjoyment 
of Time and Senſe, it has been thought 
beſt to give theſe Paſſages a Turn more 
ſuitable to the Chriſtian Religion, whoſe 
main Bent is to detach our Inclinations 
from terrene Objects. The Motive which 
chiefly led them into this Explication, was, 
the ſuppoſed Impoſſibility of proving the 
fulfilling of the Promiſe, unleſs this Hun- 
dred-fold were ſpiritually underſtood of 
thoſe invaluable Graces, which God libe- 
rally imparts to thoſe who are under vo- 
luntary Preflures for Religion's Sake. 

On theſe Principles is founded the Ex- 
plication which commonly obtains with us, 
which is, that if God does not re- inſtate 
us in the ſame Poſſeſſions and Affluence 

from which we were driyen by Perſecu- 
tion, 


E71 
tion, yet does he bountifully requite us not 
only to an Equivalency but far beyond it, 
by Effuſions of ſpiritual Gifts and Joys, 
which in the Eſtimation of true Piety, a- 
mount to an Hundred: fold. 

Here is M. Le Clerc's Note upon the 
nineteenth Chapter of St Matthew. He 
e ſhall receive an Hundred- fold, that is to 
7 ſay, a great deal more than he had loſt. 
By this muſt be meant Tranquillity of 
« Mind, a Joy of knowing one's ſelf to 
e be in the right Way, the Pleaſure of 
e being grounded in the Truth, together 
e with the Hope of everlaſting Salvation.” 
The Berlin Tranſlators, who are juſtly 
ranked among the beſt Criticks, likewiſe 
underſtand this Promiſe to expreſs, not 
temporal Goods, but ſpiritual Excellencies, 
All the Proteſtant Gloſſers whom I have 
ſearched, are unanimous on this Point. 
Eraſmus, whoſe Paraphraſe I was willing 
to conſult, .confines it abſolutely to ſpiri- 
tual Goods, abſtracted from all worldly 
Endowments and Advantages. In my tra- 
cing it up higher, I found that Beda is one 

of 
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of the firſt who has ſtamped ſome Mean- 
ing upon this Promiſe, It muſt be allowed, 
Sir, that this ſpiritual Interpretation might 
be admitted as authentick, as the Promiſe 
is couched in St -Matthew and St Luke. 
The former promiſes a Hundred-fold, and 
the latter ſays, that they ſhall receive more 
than they have forſaken, but do not at all 
ſpecify the Nature of the Goods which 
their Recompenſe ſhall conſiſt of, 

But if we caſt an Eye on St Mark's Ex- 
preſſion, this Interpretation will not be ea- 
fily digeſted, This Evangeliſt ſhows, that 
our Saviour in this Promiſe to his Apoſtles, 
makes uſe of ſuch a Repetition of Terms, 
as will not allow us by any Means to con- 
ſtrue it of an Equivalent in fpiritual Pri- 
vileges. And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, Ve- 
rily I ſay unto you, there is no Man that 
hath left Houſe, or Brethren, or Siſters, or 
Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, 
or Lands, for my Sake and the Goſpels, but 
he ſhall receive an Hundred-fold, now in 
this Time; Houſes, and Brethren, and Si- 


feers, and Mothers, and Children, and Lands, 
with 


[9] 
with Perſecutions. Chriſt Jeſus here means, 
that whoſoever ſhall forſake temporal 
Goods, ſhall meet with an Equivalent, and 
more, in temporal Goods, The Thing 
ſpeaks of itſelf, elſe why repeat the ſame 
Particulars ; did he only mean to ſignify, 
that in ſuch diſtreſsful Caſes, the Loſs of 
worldly Poſſeſſions ſhould be amply made 
up to us in Czleſtial Gratifications : The 
Saviour's Expreſſions include no ſuch Mean- 
ing. He aſſures us, that whoſoever ſhall 
have forſaken his Houſe, ſhall receive & 
Hundred- fold in Houſes; that whoſoever 
ſhall forſake his Lands, ſhall receive a Hun- 
dred-fold in Lands; and whoſoever ſhall 
have forſaken Relations, ſhall meet with a 
Hundred-fold in Relations. Here's not 
the leaſt Ambiguity, all is luce meridiana 
clarius. 

Now then, what I conceive to be the 
juſt Meaning of the Promiſe is this: 
The Apoſtles having forſaken their All to 
follow Teſus Chriſt, ſome Fears would na- 
turally trouble them, o! wanting the Ne- 
ceflaries of Life; an utter Deſtitution of 

B all 
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all things ſtared them in the Face. Their 
compaſſionate Saviour, in order to chear 
them under ſuch Depreſſions, and comfort 
them for having forſaken their Houſes, aſ- 
ſures them, that they ſhall find a hundred 
others to give them a kind Reception, 
And as a further Comfort, for ſome Fields 
or Lands which poſſibly they might have 
forſaken, he promiſes them a Hundred- 
fold more in Return; meaning, that Bread, 
and the other Competencies of Life ſhould 
never fail them. There is no Need of ob- 
ſerving, to a Perſon of your Perſpicacity, 
that not the Property of the Lands is there 
intended, but only the Product thereof. 
Feſus Chriſt adds, that for a Father or 
Mother whom they ſhall have forſaken, 
they ſhail meet with a Hundred Perſons 
warmly diſpoſed to afford them the moſt 
needful and endearing Marks, that they 
have all the Tenderneſs of a Father and 
Mother for them. Some Siſters or Bro- 
thers which they may likewiſe have for- 
ſaken in their ſeveral Countries, ſhall 
be ſupplied to them by a Hundred 

| Perſons, 
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Perſons, who ſhall love them with the 
ſame officious Kindneſs, as if united by 
Blood. | 

So that the Saviour encourages his A- Þ 
poſtles, that if they have forſaken their 4 
Country and little Stock on his Account, \ 
not in the leaſt to fear that they ſhall 
wander as Outcaſts without Shelter or Suſ- 
tenance. He foretels them that all the 
Believers Houſes will be open to entertain 
them, and that great Numbers of cha- I 
ritable Chriſtians would receive them 
with open Arms, and manifeſt as cordial 
a Concern for them as the moſt affectio- 1 
nate Parents. | 1 

The Hiſtory of the Apoſtles helps us 
to elucidate this Promiſe. St Paul, in his 19 
5 Epiſtle to the Galatians, gives them this 
Commendation, that amidſt the Perſe- 
cutions with which he was beſet on all 
Sides, they had received him not only as 
a Brother, but even as an Angel of God, 
nay, what is infinitely more, as they 
would have received Jeſus Cbriſt himſelf. 
I bear you record, adds he, that if it had bi 
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[ 12 ] | 
been poſſible, ye would bave plucked out your 
own Eyes, and have given them to me. 

The ſame Apoſtle, beſides, ſays to the 
Corinthians, That having nothing, be po. 
ſeſſed all Things. How could St Paul ac- 
count himſelf rich? becauſe, as St Chry- 
ſoſtom ſolves the Matter, all the Houſes of 
the Faithfal were open to him, and he 
was liberally entertained every where. He 
might ſay, that what others poſſeſſed be- 
longed to him, as he had an unlimited 
Uſe of it. 5 | | 

I preſume, Sir, that now this Promiſe 
of TFeſus Chriſt appears to you cleared 
from it's ſeeming Obſcurity, Be pleated 
to call to Mind the Occaſion of it. Peter 
had left his Boat and Nets. James and 
Jobn had forſaken their Father. Matthew 
had quitted his Employment. They had 
all abdicated their All, and given over their 
lucrative Induſtry to follow the Saviour. 
Such was their Situation when Peter, in 
the Name of them all, aſks what Compen- 
ſation they might expect from him? Fe- 
- ſus Chriſt, after promiſing them the moſt 
honourable 


L 231 
honourable Seats in his Kingdom, aſſures 
them that even in the Midſt of Perſecu- 
tion they ſhall receive the Hundred-fold of 
all they had forſaken on his Account ; that 
is, as I have been explaining it, that in 
lieu of the kind Offices and Helps which 
they might hope for from a Father or Ma- 
ther, from Brothers or Siſters, they ſhould 
meet with whole Societies of Believers, 
heaping Comforts on them, and aſſiſting 
and relieving them better than their own 
Families could have done. | 

This Paſſage of the Goſpel throws ſome 
Light on the Promiſe which Te/us Chr:/# 
alſo makes in his Sermon on the Mount. 
Having alledged ſeveral Reaſons in Oppo- 
_ fition to the Diffidence and Apprehenſions 
to which his Audience might be liable, con- 
cerning the Means of their Subſiſtence, in 
the Concluſion he tells them, Seek ye firſt 
the Kingdom of God and the Righteouſneſs 
thereof, and all theſe things ſhall be added 
unto you. Matth. vi. 33. Here a Queſtion 
offers itſelf, whether God always beſtows 
the Neceſſaries of Life on thoſe who have 

their 
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their Salvation at Heart, who hunger and 
thirſt after Inſtruction, and who make Re- 
ligion the cloſe Buſineſs of their whole 
Lives. Are not very pious Perſons too fre- 
quently extreamly poor ? 

To cut this Gordian Knot at once, it 
ſaffices to ſay, that the Apoſtles alone were 
properly concerned in this Promiſe, and 
that to them it has been abundantly made 
good. As the Apoſtleſhip required the 
whole Man, and that their Aſſiduity in it, 
would diſable them from ſubſiſting by their 
own Labour; Jeſas Chriſt, to buoy them 
up againſt the Fears of periſhing miſerably 
by Penury, promiſes them that God will 
provide for their Subſiſtence, and raiſe up 
benevolent Perſons who ſhould rejoice to 
ſupply them with every Neceſſary and 
Comfort. 

Though this Promiſe may relate im- 
mediately to the Apoſtles, yet am I not 
for limitting it, no more than that of the 
Hundred-fold, to the Apoſtles alone. The 
Manner in which this latter. is couched, 
exhibits the ſame chearful Hopes of ſuch 
Benefits 


[ 15 ] 
Benefits to all the Faithful, who at any 
Time ſhall be harraſſed with Perſecution. 
Teſus Chriſt promiſes to one and all, that 
whoſoever ſhall forſake his Family for the 
Sake of the Goſpel, ſhall certainly find a 
much larger Family, and not leſs affectio- 
nate, even cheriſhing them with a Cordia- 
lity and Care beyond what is uſual among 
the neareſt Relations, He aſſures them that 
ſhould they be forced to quit Subſtance, 
Brethren, and Country, they ſhould elſe- 
where find Chriftians who would be Sub- 
ſtance, Brethren, and Country, to them. 
It is ſufficiently plain, Sir, that this Pro- 
miſe of Jeſus Cbriſt, ſuppoſes the Chriſtian 
Religion to have already gained Ground 
conſiderably ; for it could be but imperfect- 
ly fulfilled, till thoſe happy Times, when 
all the Places to which the Apoſtles came, 
and the Faithful who were perſecuted at 


Home fled for Refuge, ſhould abound with 


wealthy Chriſtians, 
The Veracity of this reviving Promiſe 
is ratified by the Practice of the Primitive 


Times of Chriſtianity, when the Faithful 


Were 
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were but one Heart and one Soul, and 
their Goods were in common amongſt 
them, as we are informed more than' once 
in the As of the Apoſtles. 

The Pagan Writers themſelves have not 
omitted this juſt Commendation of the 
Chriſtians, that they were moſt diffaſively 
charitable towards thoſe of their own Reli- 
gion, and that their Charity ſcarce knew 
any Bounds towards any who were perſe- 
cuted. What Lucian ſays on this Head, 
in one of his Dialogues, is not unknown 
among the Learned. He is ſpeaking of a 
Man who had gone over to the Chriſtians, 
and afterwards was throwr into Priſon as a 
Ringleader of a Set, It is ſcarce credible, 
how ardent the Chriſtians were in their 


Love towards this Priſoner, accounting him 


a Confeflor of Feſus Cbriſt, they brought 
him all Kinds of Refreſhments, Such was 
their Concern for him, that they looked 
on his private Sufferings as a general Cala- 
mity. This Author adds, © It is beyond 
Imagination, to what Exceſſes the Chri- 
te ſtians carry their Profuſion on theſe Oc- 

* calions, 


US 


te caſions. They eſteem each other in- 
* diſcriminately as Brethren, and all Goods 
* are in common amongſt them +.” So 
that it is this exuberant Charity and Hoſ- 
pitality of the Primitive Chriſtians, which 
are the Key and Solution of this Promiſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt, It has been a Surprize of 
a long ſtanding with me, that an Eluci- 
dation ſo plain and natural, ſhould have 
eſcaped the Attention of all the Expoſitors 
which have ever come into my Hands. 
On this Account, I had it inſerted in the 
Bibliothegue Germanique about fifteen or 
ſixteen Years ago. At length I have had 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing this Interpretation 
adopted by M. Drieberge, a Remonſtrant 
Profeſſor of Divinity in Holland. I acci- 
dentally met with a Diſſertation of his upon 
the Benefits of the New Covenant, where- 
in he explains this Paſſage, the Readineſs 
and Liberality of the firſt Chriſtians to re- 
lieve the Apoſtles in all their Neceſſities. 
Here follows his Illuſtration of theſe Words 


I In the Philipatris, which if not Lucian's, is of ſome 
antient Author. 
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of Jeſus Chriſt, that they ſhall receive an 
Hundred. ſold with Perſecutions. 


* 
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This Promiſe, ſays he, concerns only the 
Apoſtles, or thoſe who, like them, had 
forſaken every Thing in Adherence to 
the Doctrine of Feſus Chri/?. Thoſe who 
were to promulgate the Goſpel, had not 
only quitted their Subſtance, but alſo re- 
linquiſhed their Relations, that they 
might wholly attend to the Commiſſion 
with which the Saviour had inveſted 
them ; but they were recompenſed with 
an ample Equivalent for all their Loſſes. 
The new Chriſtians whom they had con- 
verted toChriſt, proved Brothers andChil- 
dren to them, rendering them all the kind 
Offices which could be expected from 
natural Relations. This new Parentage 
being a Hundred-fold more numerous 
than that from which they had alienated 
themſelves, could conſequently be more 
helpful in any Exigency. So that Fe- 


© {us might aſſure them, without the leaſt 


cc 


Exaggeration, that for one Relation whom 


e they 
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* thty had quitted, God would raiſe them 
up a hundred ſuch,” 

There is only one ſlight Particular in 
this Promiſe of the Saviour, which does not 
appear to me in the ſame Light as to that 
very learned Man, He is of Opinion, that 
in ſaying that they ſhall receive the Hundred- 
fold with Perſecutions, it is to forewarn 
them, that the Refreſhments and Solaces 
which they ſhall meet with from ſympa- 
thyzing Chriſtians, may not lull them in- 
to ſoothing Hopes that their Perſecutors 
will relent, but Steel themſelves to endure 
the ſharpeſt Effects of their Enemies Rage; 
as if he had ſaid, © Tho' I give you certain 
** Hopes of Relief and Comfort from thoſe 
* whom you ſhall convert to my Doctrine, 
yet are you not to expect an Interval of 
« Tranquillity, for Perſecution will hold 
« on it's Way.” But this ſeems to me a 
little wide of the Mark, and that Teſus 
Chriſt's Meaning more properly admits of 
this Turn : In ſpight of the Perſecutions of 


your Enemies, who ſtrive to drive you toa 


miſerable Death, you ſhall want nothing ; 
C 2 you 
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you ſhall find Plenty in all your Streights 3 
all the utmoſt Rage of Perſecution ſhall not 
deprive you of a comfortable Shelter and 
Refreſhments. My Reaſon for thus in- 
verting the Propoſition, is, that Teſus 
Chriſt's only View here is evidently to chear 
and comfort his Apoſtles ; ſo that Perſecu- 
tion is only incidentally mentioned in his 
Diſcourſe, and in no wiſe to be conſtrued 
as a Threatening. This had been often 
foretold, on other Occaſions, by the Saviour. 
After all, M. Drieberge and I agree in the 
Main of the Explication. We are not to 
' ſtand upon ſoſmall a Difference. Nor muſt 
I hereconceal, that the Berlin Tranſlatorsare 
on his Side, as their Note on theſe Words, 
with Perſecutions, runs thus: Jeſus Chriſt, 
* ſay they, very wiſely added this Clauſe, as a 
“ Caveatagainſt indulging any Hopes from 
** this Promiſe, of a temporal Quiet and 
* Proſperity. Can you forbear ſmiling at 
< the Acuteneſsof the Monks of the Romi/h 
Church, in applying the Promiſe of the 
* Hundred-fold peculiarly to themſelves, 

* They have made a Vow of Poverty, ſay 
they 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


[ 21 1 


they, purſuant to the Injunction which 
'our Saviour gives in this ſame Chapter to 


the young Man who came to conſult him 
about the Means of compaſling his Salva- 
tion, Jeſus tells him to ſell all that he 
has, to follow him. Now 'tis upon this 


* Occaſion that the Saviour promiſes his 
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Diſciples that they ſhall receive the Hun- 


dred-fold of what they had left. This is 


our very Caſe, ſay theſe Recluſes. In- 
ſtead of our Father's ſingle Houſe, which 
in Deference to our Maſter's Precepts we 
have forſaken, we find a hundred Houſes, 
that is, a Hundred Conventsof our Order, 
in all which we meet with kind Enter- 
tainment when we are obliged to be upon 
a Journey. We find in them a Hundred 
Fathers and Brothers, ay and more, all 
ready to refreſh us, and beſtow on us 
whatever is neceſſary to our Being.” 

You ſee, Sir, how exactly every Thing 


tallies hitherto, ſo as almoſt to tempt one 


to fancy, that Chriſt had them in his Eye, 


when he declared the Promiſe. But now 
come a few ſmall Diſſonances, which un- 


luckily 
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hackily invalidate this arch Appropriation. 
It has been ſhewn above, that Jeſus Christ 
told his Diſciples, that they ſhould find all 
theſe Reliefs in the Midſt of Perſecutions. 
This is not at all the Monks Caſe. They 
forſake their Subſtance and Relations vo- 
luntarily, and in the Halcyon Days of the 
Church's Reſt, 

Here's another Diſſonance. The Saviour 
expreſsly ſpecifies a Wife, among the Re- 


| lations which ſhall have been forſaken. Now 


this is a Renunciation quite foreign to the 
Regulars. Such a one married would bea rara 
Avis indeed. Father Hardouin however 
has beſtirred himſelf to ward off the Stroke 


and labours to make us believe, that Wife is 


an erroneous Interpolation in the Original. 
Let it be obſerved, ſays he, that St Mar 


in the Vulgate,” (which this Jeſuit will 


have to be the Original from which the 
Greek was afterwards planned) “ is quite 
« ſilent as to a Wife; and the Greek itſelf, 
ein the Repetition of the Relations, makes 


** no Mention of a Wife; now theſe are 


* ſuch Proofs as ſtrike all Alteration dumb, 


c and 


[ 23 ] 
« andevince, that the Wife ought not to 
ce be there, but is a mere /apſus Styli. 

It is anſwered, that his reaſoning is not 
concluſive, there being other Articles omitted 
in the ſame Manner, which yet are a ſub- 
ſtantial Part in the Text. The chief Pa- 
rent, and he whoſe Place was moſt requiſite 
to be ſupplied for the Relief of the out-caſt 
Diſciples, is inconteſtibly a Father. Yet is 
he, this important Parent, alſo mentioned 
but once in St Mark; he is not to be found 
in the Recapitulation of the Parents which 
are to be found again after having renoun- 
ced them. 58 | 

This Inſtance won't make the Jeſuit let 
go his Hold, the Wife muſt be expunged 
out of St Mark's Text. There is a par- 
* ticular Reaſon, replies he, for the Father's 
© being omitted in the Repetition of the 
© Relations in that Evangeliſt ; 'tis becauſe 
of the Prohibition which 7 Chri/t had 
e given to his Apoſtles, to call no Man on 
ce Earth their Father.” Now, Sir, I defy 
you, with all the Sagacity you are Maſter 
of, to point out any Conſequence of ſuch 

Reaſoning, 
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Reaſoning, but what will ſurprize you as it 
did me. Is that the Perſon: who has, and 
methinks not very judiciouſly, reminded us 
of Jeſus Chriſt forbidding his Apoſtles to 
call any one on Earth Father, except their 
natural Father, happens to be of that very 
Order who have arrogated to themſelves the 
ſuperb Appellation of My Reverend Father. 
But to diſſipate at once all Father Har- 
douin's minute Querks, be pleaſed to ob- 
ſerve, that St Luke, in his Goſpel, expreſsly 
mentions the Wife, and that the Vulgate 
and the Greek both agree in this Point. It 
1s alſo well know, what malicious, but 
witleſs, Jeers, the Emperor Julian has caſt 
on the Chriſtians about this Article of the 
Wife, a home Proof that it was mentioned 


in his Copies. L 
Moft of the RomanCatholick Expoſitors 
have attributed a literal Meaning to this 
Promiſe, and very nearly the ſame as mine, 
nor have they thought it worth while to 
appropriate it to the Monaſtick Life, un- 
leſs thoſe who were actually liſted in ſome 


Religious Order. I own myſelf not a little 
ſurprized 


| [ 25 ] 

ſurprized, that our Commentators have 
viewed it ina different Light. Could it be 
by a Party Spirit, or for more effectually 
combating the Monks, applying it to them- 
ſelves? I would not ſuſpe& them of it. Some 
other Reaſon may have ſwayed them to de- 
clare for a ſpiritual Interpretation. Some 
Objections which have been made againſt 
the literal Interpretation of this Promiſe, 
have, it is like, with-held their Aſſent. 
They are worth examining before I con- 
clude. DE i 

The Hundred-fold promiſed to the Apo- 
ſtles, if literally underſtood, ſuppoſes them 
to have been in no want of any Thing, 
during the whole Courſe of their Miniſtry. 


But, it is faid, they tell you it was quite o- 


therwiſe with them. How affecting eſpe- 
cially is St Paul's Deſcription of his Suffer- 
ings in one of his Epiſtles to the Corin- 
thians, where he ſays that three Times he 


ſuffered Shipwreck, that he was in Perils by 


Waters, in Perils in the Sea, in Perils in 


the Wilderneſs, and even in the City *, 
2 2 Cor. xi. 25. 


D | Beſides 
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Beſides the Fatigues of his long Miſſions, he 
formally declares that he had ſuffered Hunger, 
and Thirſt, and Nakedneſs . Are not theſe 
Diſtrefles a flat Contradiction to the literal 
Meaning of the Hundred-fold Promiſe ? 
But you perceive, Sir, that this Objection 
ariſes from a Miſtake. Who does not know 
that the Life of an Apoſtle muſt of courſe 
de hardy and laborious, that Troubles, Fa- 
tigues, and Diſtreſſes, are, it's inſeparable 
Appurtenances ; beſides, the firſt Preachers 
of the Goſpel had many Obſtacles and Preſ- 
fares to grapple with ; fo that it is not Mat- 
ter of Surprize to hear St Paul ſet forth all 
his various Sufferings. The main Diffi- 
culty turns upon the Hunger, Thirſt, Cold, 
and Nakedneſs, which, he fays, he ſuffer- 
ed. But what occaſioned them? His Apo- 
ſtolick Travels. As St Paul in the Propo- 
gation of the Goſpel viſited many Coun- 
tries, he muſt of conſequence often meet 
with hard Fare, and ſome Times none at 
all, He might fall into the Hands of Rob- 
bers, as it appears he really did, by bis own 


I Cor. iv. 11, 


Account; 


[27] . 

Account. This Diſaſter might have left him 
quite deſtitute for ſome Time, and hence 
follow Hunger, Nakedneſs, and Cold. It 
was not for want of Good-will and Hoſ- 
pitality in the firſt Chriſtians, that he la- 
boured under fuch Sufferings, but they were 
all the Conſequences of his active Apoſtle- 
ſhip. 795 
| ; his Point will be more clearly under- 
ſtood by a Similitude. A Nobleman ſends 
a Domeſtick to ſome foreign Country with 
an important Commiſſion, he provides him 
with good Letters of Recommendation; 
but this Agent unfortunately meets with 
very bad Weather in his Journey, he can- 
not reach in due Time the ſeveral Stages 
for the Conveniency of Travellers; he may 
be hurt by a Fall, or be robbed. Leſs than 
ſuch a Concourſe of Misfortunes would 
compoſe a doleful Narrative of his Expe- 
dition, But what he ſuffered on the Road 
is no Diſparagement to the Letters of Re- 
commendation, which all theſe Diſappoint- 
ments have not hindered from ſtanding him 
in very good Stead. How eaſily is this ap- 

| D 2 plied 


[28] 

plied to che Apoſtles, who, amidft the 
Hardſhips to which they were expoſed in 
their Miſſions, never failed of a comfort- 
able Reception among the Chriſtians where- 
ſoever they came. | 
I ſhall only glance upon another Diffi- 
culty which may be ſtarted from what St 
Paul fays ſome where in his Epiſtles, 
that he laboured working with his wn 
Hands, that he maintained himſelf by Tent- 
making k. But he himſelf. informs us, it 
was more his own Choice than any Neceſ- 
ſity. A ſcrupulous Generoſity to avoid be- 
ing chargeable, had put him upon it, for 
the Credit of the Goſpel . There might 
have been a Difference in the Apoſtle's 
Reception, as they ſtaid at ſo many diffe- 
rent Places; they were poſſibly mote libe- 
rally refreſhed and ſupplied at ſome than 
at others. But this Difference in their 
Entertainment is to be rather imputed to a 
Diſparity in the Circumſtances of theſe 
new Converts, than in their Cordiality to- 
wards ſuch deſerving Gueſts. So that when 
1 Cor. ir. 12. Adds xulii. + 1 Cor. ix. 12. 

| 3 
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St Paul labours, working with his own 
Hands, he is amongſt ſach whom he a- 
yoids being burdenſome to, on Account of 
their own Penury, 

You ſee, Sir, how eaſily theſe Difficul- 
ties are ſolved ; yet, to repeat my Obſer- 
vation, I make no doubt but they have 


been a Stumbling-Block to our Proteſtant 


Expoſitors, and wrought on them to ſpiri- 
tualize the entire Paſſage. I cannot admit 
ſach hard Thoughts of them, that they re- 
jected the literal Meaning out of a contro- 
verſial Spirit, and to obviate the Monks 
Abuſe of the Promſe, as if by it Jeſus 
Chriſt intimated the Hoſpitality ſhewn in 
Convents to any Religious of their Order, 
who come thither from other Parts; to 
thow that we are not of a wrangling Hu- 


mour, but rather facile and condeſcending ; 


I am for letting the Recluſes quietly hug 
themſelves to their Hearts Content, in the 
Application of the promiſed Hundred-fold, 

provided it be accounted only an Accom- 
modation to the Monaſtick Life. 


* 8 
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We likewiſe, by Virtue of ſuch a Con- 
allen; ate warranted to apply the Promiſe 
of the Hundred-fold to many Refugees, 
whom the perfidious Repeal of the Edict 
of Nantes has drove out of France. This 
Promiſe appears to have a full: Accompliſh- 
ment towards a conſiderable Number of 
them, both Miniſters and Laicks, who 
have been teteived with all the Kindneſs 
of Brethren in thoſe Countries, which they 
had made their Azylum, and who in a few 
Years have ſeen themſelves in more afflu- 
ent Circumſtances, than if they had for- 
ſaken the Truth for a quiet Life at Home. 
This Promiſe of a Requital may very pro- 
perly be applied to thoſe induſtrious Artifi- 
cers, or thoſe able Traders, who have roſe 
to be wealthy Men in thoſe Places, where 
they firſt came as deſtitute Refugees. 
Some have been immenſe Gainers be- 
yond whatever they loſt, in forſaking their 
Subſtance and native Country. This Ap- 
plication would be the more plauſible, as 
theſe People were actually under Perſe- 
cution, the very Circumſtance to which 

the 
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the Promiſe is made, and which, as has 
been ſhewed, the Monks cannot plead to 
entitle them to be thoſe ſtaunch Diſciples 
for whom the Promiſe was intended. Af 
ter all, this Application of it to the Refu- 
gees muſt be allowed to be only an inge- 
nious Accommodation. The Reaſon is. 
apparent, as thoſe fortunate Refugees, who 
have attained to a diſtinguiſhed Proſperity 
in the Places of their Refuge,. are not the 
Majority, whereas the Promiſe of Jeſus 
Chriſt is general, I was upon folding up 
my Letter, when it came into my Mind to 
conſult Mr Butini's Paraphraſe, touching 
the Paſſage in Debate. This Author muſt 
be no Stranger to you, he was a Miniſter 
of our Town, and died in the Prime of 
Life about forty Years ſince, He had a 
rich Genius, ſome Sermons of his which 
were publiſhed after his Death, are highly 
valued. Another poſthumous Work of his, 
and of equal Eſteem, is his Life of Chriſt, 
in Quarto, printed at Geneva in 1710, It 
is properly a paraphraſtical Harmony of the 
Four Goſpels, I was agreeably ſurprized 


ta 


[ 32 1 | 
th fee the Hundred-fold Proiniſe taken in 
4 literal: Senſe by a Proteſtant Expoſitor. 
He paraphraſes upon it thus: As for thoſe; 
fays Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhalt have forſakert 
either Houſes, or Brothers, or Father or 
Mothet, ot Siſters; or Wife, or Children, 
or Lands, or any Kind of Effects, rather 
than depart from the true Profeffion of my 
Goſpel; Providence will provide for their 
Maintenance, even in the Height of Per- 
ſecution. Whereſoever they fly for Re- 
fuge they ſhall be embraced. Every one 
will be as heartily diſpoſed to relieve them 
and promote their well-being, and in all 
Reſpects as tender of them as many near 
Relations. Inſtead of a ſmall Family which 
they may have foreſaken, populous Towns 
ſhall be as it were a Family to them, &c.“ 

This Quotation ſufficiently ſhows that 
the Author has clearly ſeen into the true 


ANR of this Prom, | 
; N 0 am, &c. 


